
5 Tips for Preventing Summer Slide

What is Summer Slide? Summer slide is what happens when the skills that are learned during
the school year are lost or forgotten during the summer break.  When children do not read
over the summer months, some students can fall behind by 1 grade by the 5th grade. It is
always important to support your child’s learning at home, even during the summer months.

How can I prevent Summer Slide?
1. Choose the Right Books! - Each child has a book that is a perfect fit.  If you choose a

book that is too easy, a child will get bored.  If you choose a book that is too difficult,
they will become frustrated and even give up.  If you choose a book that is a perfect
fit, the child will be challenged and engaged in reading.  If you are not sure of your
child’s reading level, ask their teacher for help.

2. Set Goals! - Sit down with your child and set some summer reading goals together.
Depending on your child’s age, you may want to set a goal to read 30 minutes each
day or 1 or 2 books a week.  Make sure to set realistic goals so that your child will feel
successful. A weekly reward could also be used to motivate your child.

3. Make it Fun! - Sneak reading into some fun summer activities.  Take some books along
to the beach!  Take your child on a “reading picnic” outside or at a park.  Play games
that will require your child to read the game cards.  Sing songs or nursery rhymes
with younger children.

4. Go to the Library, a Bookstore, or visit the Bookmobile! - Local libraries usually have
really great summer reading programs that are inexpensive or free of charge.  While
you are there, let your child get a library card and let them choose a couple of books
for themselves.  Children love to select their own books and will be more inclined to
read their own book selections. That’s a great way to determine your child’s interests.

5. Read Every Day! - Practice makes perfect!  With beginning readers, this is especially
true.  Read stories to and with your child.  Ask questions about the story to engage
your child in the vocabulary and comprehension.  Use this time to connect with your
child.  Moments like this will help establish a love of reading.

*Students complete this fun Summer Reading Bingo Challenge on the back of this
sheet.  Turn it in for a prize on the first day of school.  Have a super summer!

♡, Mrs. Blount, WKES Reading Coach


